
Help ensure access to safe and affordable 
drinking water for everyone in Minnesota 

by replacing all residential Lead Service Lines
Why is Lead Bad for Our Health?
Lead is a highly poisonous metal and can affect almost 
every organ in the body and the nervous system. It is a 
naturally occurring element found, due to human activity, 
in all parts of our environment. People can be exposed to 
lead through inhalation, ingestion and to a lesser extent, 
dermal contact. Because they absorb more lead than 
adults and because their brains and nervous systems are 
still developing, children under 6 and the developing fetus 
are most susceptible to lead exposure. The most common 
source of lead exposure is ingestion of old lead paint. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that 
lead in drinking water can be 20% or more of a person’s 
lead exposure.

How Does Lead Get Into Our Water?
Lead, unlike many other drinking water contaminants, is 
usually not present in the drinking water source, but rather 
results from the distribution system or on site plumbing 
itself. When old lead pipes age, lead particles break off the 
inside of the pipe or when “corrosive” water comes into 
contact with lead in pipes, fixtures, and solder, lead will 
travel with the water, out of the tap, and into our bodies. 
There is no safe amount of lead in drinking water. Lead 
accumulates in the body over time (in bones and teeth), 
even small amounts can create serious health impacts. 

What are Lead Service Lines (LSLs) 
and Why Are They a Problem?
LSLs are the pipe that connects the public water supply 
main pipe to your home to provide water service.  The 
Minnesota Department of Health estimates there are at 
least 100,000 LSLs in Minnesota.  EPA estimates that if LSLs 
are present, they are the largest source of lead in a home.  

Who Might Have LSLs in Their Home?
Exposure to lead from drinking water is less common 
than other pathways yet, as demonstrated in Flint, MI, 
can have serious consequences. Older homes, especially 
those built before 1986, are more likely to have lead 
service lines, fixtures and solder. It’s important to note that 
even newer “lead-free” fixtures could contain up to eight 
percent lead until 2013.  The risk of lead poisoning falls 
disproportionately on Black children who are nearly three 
times more likely than white children to have elevated 
blood-lead levels. Some of the health impacts include 
attention difficulties, behavior changes, lowered IQ, and 
overall slowed development which can lead to lifelong 
inequities. 
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Older homes and pipes are more likely to contain 
lead, as lead has been phased out over time 
for most uses in drinking water distribution. 
The largest source of lead in water distribution 
systems are lead service lines, the pipe that 
carries water from the large water mains that 
are usually under the street and the house or 
building. There are between 6 million and 9 
million lead service lines still in place across the 
country. Lead leaches out of pipes and other 
components if the water is corrosive. Unlike 
many other drinking water contaminants that 
result from pollution of a water source, water 
does not generally contain lead before it enters 
the system.
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*Ownership of service lines varies across water systems.

How Lead Gets Into Drinking Water

Starting to Address the Problem: 
Pass HF2650/SF2531
Currently, property owners are expected to pay to replace half of 
the line if their community has a plan to remove LSLs. This leaves 
behind many of our neighbors. No one should be priced out of 
safe drinking water. You can help make the change! 

Clean Water Action worked with State Representative Sydney 
Jordan (DFL-Minneapolis) and State Senator Jennifer McEwen 
(DFL-Duluth) to introduce a bill to cover all the cost for 
Minnesotans to remove an LSL if they have one leading into their 
home. The bill will fund an inventory so cities know which homes 
have LSLs. It sets a goal, and provides the money, to replace all 
LSLs in 10 years. If passed, it will also prioritize neighborhoods 
that have lower incomes and ensure that communities that bear 
the most of the harm from LSLs, particularly communities of 
color, will move to the top of the list.
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TAKE ACTION!We need to get the lead out of our drinking water in Minnesota! Lead in drinking water is a serious problem affecting millions of people across the United States. The solution lies in collective action from our members! 
Call or email your State Representative and Senator, as well as the Governor, and ask them to pass HF2650/SF2531 so all lead service lines are removed in Minnesota so that none of our neighbors are subject to the lead poisoning from their tap water!

Want to get more involved or have questions? Please feel free to contact 
our Water Program Coordinator, Steve Schultz, at sschultz@cleanwater.org or our 
Environmental Health and Justice Organizer, Sasha Lewis-Norelle at slewisnorelle@cleanwater.org.

https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/
https://mn.gov/governor/contact/

