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    CHARLES RIVER MUSEUM 

        O
F INDUSTRY & INNOVATION

CLEANWATER.ORG/MA-SPRING

THE FIGHT!

AN EVENING OF MOVEMENT JOY

THE FUN IS IN



AGENDA

OPENING REMARKS

AWARDS CEREMONY
John O’Connor Grassroots Leadership Award

Barbara Espinosa Barrera 

John O’Connor Award for Canvassing
Sarah Etling

Environmental Justice Leadership Award
María Belén Power

Youth Leadership Award
Noha Ahmed, Delina Yohannes, 

Melinna Enamorado, and Olivia Yang  

Clean Water Champion Award
Mujeres Victoriosas and 

Community Economic Development Center

CLOSING REMARKS

Song: This Joy
Revival Resistance Chorus 

Labor Movement Chant
Thank you to Darlene Lombos, President, Greater Boston Labor Council, for leading us

Chant: The Fun is in the Fight! 
Attributed to John O’Connor 

Poem: Notes from Nikki Giovanni’s reading at Harvard 
8 months before her death

Read by Eben Bein – Poet and Youth Climate Leader

Movement chants in Swahili
 Omesa Mokaya — Kenyan Model of Solidarity — Ubuntu 

 Song: The Tide is Rising
Rabbi Shoshana Miera Friedman 

Thank you to Karl Claire Müller, Movement Building Director 
Unitarian Universalist Mass Action Network, for leading us

MUSIC, POETRY, 

AND CHANTS



STEWARD
Anonymous
Edward Petcavage, PLA
Lucy Saunders

ADVOCATE
Cindy Arens & 
   Leonidas Kontothanassis
Climate Jobs Action Fund, Inc.
Joan Kulash 
Massachusetts AFL-CIO
Wellesley Village Church
William Saunders & 
   Judith Markland

FRIEND
Anonymous
Andrew Rainer
Community Labor United
David & Emily Hutcheson
Estelle Disch
Gail & Ed Bucher
James Vander Salm
Janet Powers
Joanne Chaffee
Margot Barnet & David Coyne
Pure Strategies, Inc.
State Senator Will Brownsberger

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS!

ALLY
Ann & Kirk Bozdogan
Brent & Sue Baeslack 
Charles River Watershed Association
Cynthia Barakatt & Rich Bizzozero
Danny Faber & Nina Schlegel, 
   Global Center for Climate Justice
David & Anna Siedzik
Erica Streit-Kaplan
Jay Kaufman
Jeffrey Snell
Joel Tickner & Jessica Schifano
Joel Wool
Julie Hyde
Katherine & Chris Sims
Kenneth Geiser
Loretta LaCentra
Lundberg Health Advocates
Mary Wambui
Naomi Mermin
Pam Resor, former State Senator
Professional Fire Fighters of  
   Massachusetts (PFFM)
Staci Rubin
Sharon Moulton

IN-KIND PRODUCT DONATIONS
Derby Farm Flowers & Gardens

Meili Vodka



THANK YOU TO CLEAN WATER ACTION’S 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS!

THANK YOU TO THE FOUNDATIONS, 
AGENCIES, AND ORGANIZATIONS THAT SUPPORT 

CLEAN WATER FUND WITH GRANTS!

Brent Baeslack
Bradford, MA
Margot Barnet
Worcester, MA
Ellie Goldberg
Newton, MA

Alternatives for Community & Environment
Barr Foundation
Bell’s Brewery

Clif Family Foundation
Cloud Mountain Foundation
Community First Partnership: 
Eversource and National Grid

Energy Foundation
Environmental League of Massachusetts

Industrious Labs
Marisla Foundation

Massachusetts Clean Energy Technology Center
Merck Family Fund

Paul & Edith Babson Foundation
Plastic Free Restaurants

Safer States
Toxics Use Reduction Institute/University of Massachusetts

Lee Ketelsen
Acton, MA

Mary Elizabeth Lampert
Duxbury, MA
Sara Moffett

Belchertown, MA 

Lynn Nadeau
Marblehead, MA
Essence Perry
Boston, MA

Jeremy Shenk
Roxbury, MA



MEET OUR TEAM!
CLEAN WATER STAFF ARE HARD AT WORK PROTECTING 
OUR FAMILIES’ HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT EVERY DAY 

Amber Schmidt – Zero Waste Outreach Specialist  
Bethany Dickerson – Regional Director of Operations  
Cindy Luppi – National Field Director 
Cynthia Mendes – Massachusetts Co-Director 
Eben Bein – Youth Engagement Consultant
Elizabeth Saunders - Massachusetts Co-Director 
Emma Weis – Climate Justice Organizer  
Julia Scalera – Northampton Canvass Director  
Kerry Doyle – Communications Consultant
Laura Spark – Environmental Health Program Director
Liam Etti – Office Manager 
Omesa Mokaya – Youth Engagement Program Manager 
Shay Brooks – Energy Efficiency Outreach Specialist  



Time to ban toxic PFAS in Massachusetts!
The problem: PFAS are a class of chemicals widely used in 
consumer products that are toxic at even low levels. These 
chemicals are already in the blood of 98% of Americans, and they 
are contaminating Massachusetts drinking water, rivers, lakes, and 
soil.  

The solution: Massachusetts should join our neighboring states 
and pass a comprehensive ban on PFAS! An Act to Protect 
Massachusetts Public Health from PFAS (S1504/H2450) bans PFAS 
in food packaging, carpets and rugs, car seats, children’s products, 
cookware, personal care products, textiles in clothing and furniture, 
cookware, and fabric sprays and requires manufacturers to disclose 
PFAS that are intentionally added to their products.  It also allows 
the MA Department of Public Health to ban PFAS in additional 
products over time.

Send a message to your legislators telling them to support An Act 
to Protect Massachusetts Public Health from PFAS!

cleanwater.org/actions/ma-pfas-ban

Demand clean air for every zip code!
What if every breath your family took put their health at risk? In 
Massachusetts, this isn’t hypothetical. It’s a reality for thousands 
of families who live in Environmental Justice communities. That 
means that certain zip codes in Massachusetts are breathing 
dangerous levels of toxic air pollution which fuels asthma attacks 
and other health impacts. 

Last session, the Massachusetts Legislature had a chance to act, 
but didn’t pass the package of bills to address air pollution threats 
that impact the most vulnerable communities. Now, our Air Quality 
bills are back, and our communities can’t wait any longer. Tell our 
legislators to fight for clean air for ALL of us.

cleanwater.org/actions/ma-clean-air

TAKE ACTION TODAY!



Donor Advised Funds & Foundation Grants: Clean Water Fund is 
a 501-c-3 nonprofit (tax ID #52-1043444) and is eligible to receive 
gifts or grants from most DAFs and family foundations. Clean Water 
Fund can also receive funding from corporate foundations.

Multiply Your Gift: Many businesses will match their employees’ 
gifts to Clean Water Fund (donations must be to “Clean Water 
Fund”), and some will even provide a 2:1 or 3:1 match. Ask your 
employer to contact us for assistance with a Matching Gift.

Stock & Other Non-Cash Gifts: You can donate shares of stock or 
mutual funds to both Clean Water Fund and Clean Water Action, 
and realize significant tax benefits: cleanwater.org/stock-gifts  
Also accepting cryptocurrency: cleanwater.org/crypto

Tap Into the Power of Your IRA: If you have an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) and are now required to take a Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD), which is taxed, donating to Clean 
Water Fund direct from your IRA could be a great solution: 
cleanwater.org/IRA

Share your Clean Water story as a blog or podcast.

Host a “Friend-raising” house party: 
Contact bostoncwa@cleanwater.org for more information

Connect us with an establishment (restaurant, school, food 
pantry, event venue... and more!) in your community that may 
want to switch from single use plastics to reusables via our  
ReThink Disposable program at https://cleanwater.org/join-rethink-
disposable-movement-new-england

WAYS TO SUPPORT CLEAN WATER



www.climatejobsma.org

Climate Jobs Massachusetts Action

Clean Water's Annual Celebration
- is proud to sponsor -

Climate Jobs Massachusetts
Action is committed to the
environment by creating green
jobs, uplifting union workers,
and reducing emissions and
inequality. 

CJMA believes wholeheartedly
in Clean Water’s goals and is
thrilled to sponsor their 2024
Fall Celebration.

Follow Us
@climatejobsma

@climatejobsma

@climatejobsma

SOMEONE ALWAYS LIVES DOWNSTREAM

THAT’S WHY THE SAUNDERS FAMILY SUPPORTS 
CLEAN WATER ACTION & CLEAN WATER FUND
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Congratulations to 
Clean Water Action 
for another year of 
taking action for:

clean water, healthy 
communities and

protecting the 
environment!

With All Good Wishes,
Gail And Ed Bucher

@massaflcio

@massaflcio

massaflcio.org

MASSACHUSETTS AFL-CIO
is Proud to Sponsor clean water Action's Annual Celebration

Follow Us

The MA AFL-CIO is proud to
partner with Clean Water Action to
ensure that efforts to maintain a
livable planet also grow and
diversify the middle class - so that
we are making jobs safer at the
same time as making our
communities cleaner, and fighting
climate change and income
inequality together.

Join our email list

https://tinyurl.com/4d5emu7k
Chrissy lynch, President

kevin brousseau, Secretary-Treasurer

or visit:

Supporting 
Clean Water Action 

in memory of 
Philip Saunders Jr. 

and Mohammad Reda; 
men who lived their lives 

making things better 
for us all.

Dave & Emily Hutcheson 



Meili Vodka uses some of the Earth’s purest 
natural spring water, and their bottle is made 
with 100% post-consumer recycled glass.

Pure Strategies is proud to 
support Clean Water Action’s 

commendable work to 
ensure that Massachusetts’ 

air and water are cleaner and 
safer for our communities.

We appreciate Clean Water 
Action’s advocacy for a 

just climate future, tackling 
plastic pollution, and 

protecting our health!

Community Labor United &
the Greater Boston Labor
Council are proud to fight
alongside Clean Water
Action as we build a better
world. 

When we fight, we win!

BUILDING WORKER & COMMUNITY
POWER AND POWER FOR THE
WORKING CLASS. 

Follow us on social media
@GBLCBoston & @massclu

Follow us on 
social media

@GBLCBoston 
and @massclu



1992–2025

Clean Water Fund Fellow (2018), 
Clean Water Action Board member (2022–2024), 

Clean Water Action Massachusetts 
Advisory Board member (2022–2025)
Environmental Justice leader, friend, 

colleague, scholar, world changer.

To read a blog post by Sarah, “Latine Voices in Environmentalism,” 
visit https://cleanwater.org/2022/10/14/latine-voices-environmentalism

IN MEMORIAM:

Sarah (Naiman) Santoro



SUPPORT CLEAN WATER ACTION 
IN MASSACHUSETTS!

40 Court Street, Suite 600A, Boston, MA 02108
Tel: 617.338.8131   |   www.cleanwater.org/ma 
fCleanWaterMA   |    i@CleanWaterMA

@cleanh2oma.bsky.social


