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Managing 
Runoff in the 
District
Earlier this year, on 
the 40th Anniversary 
of Earth Day, the EPA 
released a draft stormwa-
ter permit for Washing-
ton, DC. The draft shows 
some initial promise 
toward cleaning up our 
waterways and keeping 
our communities healthy.

For years, the District has been plagued with some of the 
dirtiest rivers in the country, particularly the Anacostia 
River. Winding through some of DC’s oldest communities, 
the Anacostia is severely polluted with toxics, sediment, trash 
and other pollutants. Every time it rains, water rushes off all 
the paved surfaces in the District, dumping all of those pol-
lutants directly into our rivers.

This is why it is so critical that the District pass the strongest 
possible MS4 permit to control the runoff of stormwater 
pollution into DC’s rivers and streams. The initial draft has 
some good provisions for low-impact development projects 
often referred to as “green infrastructure.” Innovative solu-

tions such as rain gardens, green roofs, rain barrels and 
porous pavement, are designed to mimic nature and natural 
processes. Not only do projects like these curb runoff by 
absorbing more water on-site, but they can also aesthetical-
ly enhance our neighborhoods. The good news is that more 
of these solutions are popping up around the District.

However, not only are many more of these projects needed, 
the District’s commitment is critical. The District should 
protect water and help revive communities by:

1)	 Identifying specific requirements, including 
numbers and deadlines for these projects

2)	 Committing to a requirement to meet water quality 
standards and pollution limits

3)	 Offering better opportunities for public 
participation.

The public comment period is currently underway, so now 
is your chance to tell the EPA that you want a much stronger 
MS4 permit. This is an opportunity for the District to lead 
the nation and show it has a serious commitment toward 
cleaning up urban rivers. This will only be achieved with 
strong, measurable goals in the permit.

TAKE ACTION! Write to Jon Capacasa (capacasa.jon@epa.
gov) of the EPA and tell him you want the strongest possible 
MS4 permit for the District!

district of columbia

Anacostia Restoration Fund Survives Threat of Budget Grab
Last year, with the help of Clean Water Action members, the District set up a new fund supported by a fee on plastic and 
paper bags to help restore the Anacostia River and other District waterways.  However, within a few months, this fund was 
threatened by proposals to raid the money to support other programs. One of the many positive aspects of the legislation that 
imposed a fee on bags was that it would generate money for river clean-up efforts, and thus provide funding during challeng-
ing fiscal times.

Perhaps predictably, Clean Water Action heard of attempts this spring to “borrow” the money for other budget purposes dur-
ing the DC budget discussions. A grassroots mobilization of strong messages to City Council members urging them to protect 
the fund was successful in stopping the raid. Thanks to those of you who contacted City Council. Clean Water Action 
will continue watching to make sure program gets implemented properly.



That’s how one Clean Water Action member recently summed up her 
passion and commitment to our mission.

why care about water?
Clean Water is important to different people for different reasons. 
What about you?

Most of us have a special “water” place in our lives, a vacation retreat, a 
family activity, a treasured childhood memory. All of us want to know 
that what comes out of the tap is safe for our families to drink. We 
want to ensure that clean, safe water will be there for our children and 
grandchildren to enjoy.

your clean water legacy
One thing is certain. Our precious water resources must not be taken for 
granted. We at Clean Water Action are grateful that you share our creative 
and hopeful vision. Together, we are delivering real results for our water 
and everyone who relies on clean water.

For us, and we hope also for you, this is a long-term commitment. Is Clean 
Water Action part of your own long-term plans? When you make a legacy 
gift to Clean Water Action, you are helping to protect and promote clean 
and safe water for generations to come.

What does that mean? It can be as easy as remembering Clean Water 
Action in your will. You can also name Clean Water Action as a benefi-
ciary of your living trust, life insurance or qualified retirement plan. 
Visit our website (www.CleanWaterAction.org/join/legacy) or contact 
me directly (jscott@cleanwater.org,  202-330-2379) to learn more. 
Please let us know if Clean Water Action is already part of your long-
term plans so that we may thank you and properly acknowledge your 
foresight and support.

other ways to support a clean water future 
(www.CleanWaterAction.org/join/ways_to_give)

•	 Give the gift of Clean Water (great for holidays or special occasions), 
celebrate someone special or make a memorial contribution.

•	 Gifts of stock or other appreciated assets can provide you with 
certain financial advantages, creating a win for you and Clean 
Water Action.

•	 Provide ongoing support through an automatic monthly, quarterly 
or semi-annual donation online.

However you choose to support Clean Water Action and participate in our 
programs, please know that your involvement is sincerely appreciated.

“Clean Water equals life itself, for people 
and for all other creatures.”

clean water:
Now and for the Future

by Jonathan A. Scott,  
Director of Legacy Gifts
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Clean Water Action member, business owner to donate 15% from 
sales of eco-friendly furniture, fabrics, photo art and more 

Blugirl Art owner/founder and Clean 
Water Action member Suzanne 
Meyer Pistorius pledges to donate 
15% of online sales at Blugirlart.com 
to Clean Water Action. Suzanne’s 
vibrant, eye-catching and eco-friend-

ly sensibility is reflected in the site’s offerings of brightly 
renewed and fanciful furniture pieces, dramatic design-
er fabrics, jewelry and photographic images specially 
selected for this cause. 

Suzanne spent her childhood on a farm in Swaziland, 
where clean water was a precious commodity, never 
to be taken for granted. Now a resident of Western 
Massachusetts, where her Blugirl Art business is based, 
Suzanne has become an active member of Clean Water 
Action. She says that it all started with a visit from 
one of Clean Water Action’s canvassers, who spoke 
with her on her porch at home. Since then, in addition 
to providing regular financial support, Suzanne has 
responded enthusiastically to Clean Water Action’s calls 
to action, communicating with her representatives on 
a range of critical issues, most recently the need to ban 
toxic BPA from children’s products.

Since she approached Clean Water Action earlier this 
year about helping through her business, the Gulf oil 
spill disaster has made her even more enthusiastic about 
the project, “In light of what has transpired in the Gulf 
since then, this is a most timely action,” Suzanne says.

Clean Water Action members and supporters must visit 
the site via Suzanne’s specially created landing page, 
or mention Clean Water Action during their purchases 
to trigger the donations. Visit Blugirlart.com to see 
Suzanne’s latest offerings and help Clean Water Action 
through your purchases.

Samples of custom fabric designs from Blugirl Art. 

Are you the kind of Clean Water Action member who likes to know what’s going 
on at all times? What is the latest or most interesting news about our water? 
What do Clean Water Action’s leaders and experts think? Where can I learn 
more? What can I do about it? What is Clean Water Action doing about it?

If your answer to any or all of these questions is “yes,” then there is a powerful 
online resource available to you, right away.

Clean Water Action President John DeCock’s We All Live Downstream blog 
site features frequent postings from John and other interesting guest writers, 
along with links, photos, calls to action and more. Not just news, but no-holds-
barred opinion, humor and practical information and advice. Readers’ com-
ments are also posted for others to view. Clean Water Action members may also 
subscribe for free to receive each new posting by e-mail.

The Story of Cosmetics: What’s 
Really in Your Personal Care 
Products?

British Petroleum, By Any Other 
Name, Would Smell As Foul

Swimming in Toxics

Gulf Dead Zone Jealous of Gulf Oil 
Blowout Publicity

Slow and Steady Won this Clean 
Water Race

Recently Written

we all live downstream
 http://blog.CleanWaterAction.org
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http://http://www.blugirlart.com/category/6799/clean-water.htm
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President: John DeCock

Managing Editor: Jon Scott

Editor: Bob Wendelgass, National Deputy Director

Contributors: Andrew Fellows, Chesapeake Regional Director,
Andrew Galli

Design: ES Design

Reproduction in  whole or part  is permitted  with proper credit.
© Copyright 2010  All rights reserved.

National: 1010 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20005-4918   |  Phone  202.895.0432   |  Fax  202.895.0438   | cwa@cleanwater.org 
Baltimore: 711 West 40th Street, Suite 209, Baltimore, MD 21211   |  Phone  410.235.8808   |  Fax  415.369.8816   | baltcwa@cleanwater.org 

8  Chesapeake Currents  |  Summer Update 2010 www.cleanwateraction.org

Delaware Mulls State Permits to Deepen 
the Delaware River
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has 
applied to the state of Delaware for a permit to deepen to the 
Delaware River from 40 to 45 feet despite the enormous threat 
that the action would pose to drinking water supplies and the 
River’s ecology.

Clean Water Action and other environmental 
groups have opposed the plan, citing studies 
showing threats to drinking water, marsh-

lands, wetlands, and a variety of Delaware wildlife, including 
sturgeon, horseshoe crabs, migrating shorebirds, summer and 
winter flounder, skate, scup, oysters, blue crab and more. At 
the same time, several studies, including a recent one by the 
General Accounting Office, have found very limited benefits 
from the dredging, mostly to the refineries along the river.

New Source Illuminates Toxic Threat to Water Supply

TAKE ACTION!  The original comment deadline on
the Delaware permit has been extended to September 13. 
Clean Water Action members can help oppose the deepening 
of the Delaware. Comments may be sent by email, regular 
mail or fax. Please do not send comments by multiple 
methods. Just choose one.

Please mark all comments and correspondence with 
“Main Channel Deepening.”  The deadline for comments 
is 4:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 13, 2010.

•	 comments can be emailed to:
	 DNREC.MainChannel@state.de.us 

•	 or if you prefer, you can mail them to:
	 DNREC Hearing Officer, Main Channel Deepening 

c/o Wetlands and Subaqueous Lands Section  
89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware 19901

•	 or fax them to the attention of:
	 DNREC Hearing Officer, Main Channel Deepening

Fax: 302-739-6304

The Wilmington News Journal recently published a stellar expose on groundwater pollution in Delaware, and the region 
served by the Potomac Aquifer, the groundwater supply for significant portions of New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland.  
Reporter Jeff Montgomery has covered the environment for years, and his devastating series of articles details serious 
threats to groundwater resources that support drinking water for many residents of Delaware and its neighbors. 

The series reports: 

•	 Taxpayers could be stuck with a $100 million toxic mess to clean up, after a large number of polluters have 
gone bankrupt or walked away from their responsibilities.

•	 The contamination is spread statewide in Delaware, endangering drinking water supplies.

•	 There is little if any tracking of responsibility and accountability in current and past tracking of drinking water 
contamination.

Please read the series at: www.delawareonline.com/article/20100726/NEWS/7260329/1006/Polluted-water-found-statewide  


